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How Fukushima’s Fish Has
Become a Political Tool

BAULEO FRANCESCA, GRIMALDI EDOARDO, OGURI YURA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3g6H05q_5g

Global Times =

CHINA | DIPLOMACY

Real-life ‘Godzilla fears’ creep after Kishida
to dump nuclear-contaminated wastewater
in 48 hours

China vows to take measures to safeguard food safety, urging Japan
to withdraw decision

By Xu Keyue, Zhang Yuying and Xing Xiaojing

Published: Aug 22, 2023 10:48 PM Updated: Aug 23, 2023 12:11 AM

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202308/1296772.shtml



https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202308/1296772.shtml
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Kishida samples sashimi from Fukushima
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You don’t see
this often...

Watch the video HERE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkBt__MFf74&t=1s

Jzoan's Prlme Mlnlster
r_ats Fish From Treated
Radioactive Waters.

Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and othe 12_5K8
r officials had Fukushima fish for lunch in what
seems to be an attempt to show how safe the S Watch the video HERE
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@ Oh yeah. For sure they did.



https://nypost.com/2023/08/31/the-simpsons-predicted-japanese-prime-minister-eating-radioactive-fukushima-fish-fans-say/

CULTURAL IMPORTANCE OF
FISH & GODZILLA
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HOW DID THE JAPANESE REACT?

Japanese Perceptions towards
Release of Radioactive Treated Water

Worried
33.2%

NOT Worried
37.3%
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https://www.nikkei.com
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https://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXZQOUA101BE0Q3A011C2000000/

HOW DID THE CHINESE REACT?

— thejapantimes L
. . JAPAN / POLITICS
Chinese Perceptions towards .

Release of Radioactive Treated Water 400,000 nuisance calls
made to Japanese Embassy
in China
KYODO
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https://www.japantimes.com
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https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/09/20/japan/politics/china-fukushima-nuisance-calls/#:~:text=Over%20400%2C000%20nuisance%20calls%20have,Japanese%20government%20sources%20said%20Tuesday.
https://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXZQOUA101BE0Q3A011C2000000/

POLITICAL BACKGROUND
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China’s Disinformation Fuels Anger
Over Fukushima Water Release

By exaggerating the risks from Japan's discharge of treated

wastewater, Beijing hopes to cast Japan and its allies as
conspirators in malfeasance, analysts say. ‘ ;
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Release of radioactive treated water



https://www.nytimes.com/2023/08/31/world/asia/china-fukushima-water-protest.html#:~:text=106-,China's%20Disinformation%20Fuels%20Anger%20Over%20Fukushima%20Water%20Release,conspirators%20in%20malfeasance%2C%20analysts%20say.

FISH ECONOMY IN JAPAN:

74 8()/ increase in the exports of fishery
Iy O and aquaculture products from Japan
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Export value of commodities from the fisheries and aquaculture industry from Japan from 2013 to 2022(in billion Japanese yen)
https: //www.statista.com /statistics /750719 /japan-export-value-of-fishery-products



https://www.statista.com/statistics/750719/japan-export-value-of-fishery-products/#:~:text=In%202022%2C%20the%20exports%20of,the%20total%20primary%20sector%20exports.

IMPORT-EXPORT

of fishery and aquaculture products from Japan
(https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data)
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https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h01715/

CHALLENGES FACING THE FISH

ECONOMY IN JAPAN:
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OVERFISHING CLIMATE CHANGE AGING WORKFORCE



SUSHI: A WORLWIDE
PHENOMENON
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JAPANESE RESTAURANTS OVERSEAS
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groth of sushi resturants overseas, research Ministry of Foreign Affairs and data compiled by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. (201 7)\
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“All cultural sites are powerful arenas in which political
struggles take place. Culture is not opposed to politics.

Culture is political, and politics is cultural”
-Weber, C. (2005) International Relations Theory: A Critical
Introduction, London: Routledge.
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